We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution

Correlation of Level II text to the California Grade Eight

English Language Arts Content Standards 

Utilizing the We the People Level II text within an eighth grade U.S. History classroom not only aligns with portions of the California History/Social Science Content Standards to support student learning for that specific grade level, it also correlates with portions of the California English Language Arts content standards.  Teachers should carefully examine the We the People Level II lessons that will be taught in order to determine which of the English Language Arts content standards listed below apply.  Please note that involvement in a simulated Congressional hearing involves many, if not all, of the content standards listed below.

Please note:  only the English Language Arts Content Standards applicable to the We the People Level II text are listed.

READING
1.0
Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development


Vocabulary and Concept Development
1.3
Use word meanings within the appropriate context and show ability to verify those meanings by definition, restatement, example, comparison, or contrast.
WRITING

1.0
Writing Strategies


Organization and Focus
1.1
Create compositions that establish a controlling impression, have a coherent thesis, and end with a clear and well-supported conclusion.
1.2
Establish coherence within and among paragraphs through effective transitions, parallel structures, and similar writing techniques.

2.0
Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

Using the writing strategies of grade eight outlined in Writing Standard 1.0, students:
2.3
Write research reports:


a.
Define a thesis.


b.
Record important ideas, concepts, and direct quotations from significant information sources and paraphrase and summarize all perspectives on the topic, as appropriate.
c.
Use a variety of primary and secondary sources and distinguish the nature and value of each.

d.
Organize and display information on charts, maps, and graphs.



2.4
Write persuasive compositions:

a.
Include a well-defined thesis (i.e., one that makes a clear and knowledgeable judgment).

b.
Present detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning to support arguments, differentiating between facts and opinion.

c.
Provide details, reasons, and examples, arranging them effectively by anticipating and answering reader concerns and counterarguments.
WRITTEN AND ORAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

1.0
Written and Oral English Language Conventions

Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions, appropriate to this grade level.

Sentence Structure
1.1
Use correct and varied sentence types and sentence openings to present a lively and effective personal style.

1.2
Identify and use parallelism, including similar grammatical forms, in all written discourse to present items in a series and items juxtaposed for emphasis.

1.3
Use subordination, coordination apposition, and other devices to indicate clearly the relationship between ideas.

Grammar

1.4
Edit written manuscripts to ensure that correct grammar is used.

Punctuation and Capitalization

1.5
Use correct punctuation and capitalization.

Spelling

1.6
Use correct spelling conventions. 

