We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution

Correlation of Level III text to the 

California Grades Eleven and Twelve 

English Language Arts Content Standards 

Utilizing the We the People Level III text within an eleventh grade U.S. History classroom or twelfth grade U.S. Government classroom not only aligns with portions of the California History/Social Science Content Standards to support student learning for those specific grade levels, it also correlates with portions of the California English Language Arts content standards.  Teachers should carefully examine the We the People Level III lessons that will be taught in order to determine which of the English Language Arts content standards listed below apply.  Please note that involvement in a simulated Congressional hearing involves many, if not all, of the content standards listed below.

Please note:  only the English Language Arts Content Standards applicable to the We the People Level III text are listed.

READING
2.0
Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

Structural Features of Informational Materials
2.1
Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of different types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches debates, platforms) and the way in which the authors use those features and devices.
WRITING

1.0
Writing Strategies


Organization and Focus
1.1
Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive or descriptive writing assignments.
1.3
Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.

1.5
Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a specific tone. 

2.0
Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

Using the writing strategies of grades eleven and twelve outlined in Writing Standard 1.0, students:
2.4
Write historical investigation reports:
a.
Use exposition, narration, description, argumentation, or some combination of rhetorical strategies to support the main proposition.
b.
Analyze several historical records of a single event, examining critical relationships between elements of the research topic.
c.
Explain the perceived reason or reasons for the similarities and differences in historical records with information derived from primary and secondary sources to support or enhance the presentation. 

d.
Include information from all relevant perspectives and take into consideration the validity and reliability of sources.

e.
Include a formal bibliography.

LISTENING AND SPEAKING

1.0
Listening and Speaking Strategies


Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication
1.4
Use rhetorical questions, parallel structure, concrete images, figurative language, characterization, irony, and dialogue to achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect.

1.6
Use logical, ethical, and emotional appeals that enhance a specific tone and purpose.

1.8
Use effective and interesting language. . .

Analysis and Evaluation of Oral and Media Communications

1.11
Critique a speaker’s diction and syntax in relation to the purpose of an oral communication and the impact the words may have on the audience.

1.12
Identify the logical fallacies used in oral addresses (e.g., attack ad hominem, false causality, red herring, overgeneralization, bandwagon effect). 

2.0
Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)


Using the speaking strategies of grades eleven and twelve outlined in Listening 



and  Speaking Standard 1.0, students:
2.2
Deliver oral reports on historical investigations:

a.
Use exposition, narration, description, persuasion, or some combination of those to support the thesis.

b.
Analyze several historical records of a single event, examining critical relationships between elements of the research topics.

c.
Explain the perceived reason or reasons for the similarities and differences by using the information derived from primary and secondary sources to support or enhance the presentation.

d.
Include information on all relevant perspectives and consider the validity and reliability of sources. 
