Civitas Lessons on Democracy

Rumpelstiltskin v. Queen: A Case of Breach of Contract

This Civitas Lesson on Democracy was created by civic educators engaged in a partnership between Florida, Mississippi, Hungary, Romania, Panama, and Peru under Civitas: An International Civic Education Exchange Program, administered by the Center for Civic Education and funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The primary lesson writer is Angela E. Sanders. The Center for Civic Education and its partners invite you to teach this lesson and provide feedback to Dr. Susie Burroughs (sburroughs@colled.msstate.edu) and international@civiced.org. 
 Grade Level/Age: 6‒8 grade, ages 11‒14

Themes: Foundations of Democracy, Justice

 Lesson Description: Students will analyze the Grimm fairy tale, Rumpelstiltskin, and determine if a breach of contract occurred.

Lesson Outcomes:


a.   Students will be able to clearly define justice, contract, and responsibility.


b.   Students will be able to identify specific abuses of power and authority.

c.   Students will evaluate behaviors of individuals’ authority, power and responsibility.
Alignment to Standards or Mandates: 
A.  NCSS- 2010 Standards- Thematic 

6. POWER, AUTHORITY, AND GOVERNANCE

Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of how people create, interact with, and change structures of power, authority, and governance.
B.   NCSS- 2002 Standards- Thematic

6. Power, Governance and Authority

• enable learners to examine the rights and responsibilities of the individual in

relation to their families, their social groups, their community, and their nation;

• provide opportunities for learners to examine issues involving the rights, roles,

and status of individuals in relation to the general welfare;

• have learners explain conditions, actions, and motivations that contribute to

conflict and cooperation within and among nations;

• challenge learners to apply concepts such as power, role, status, justice,

democratic values, and influence to the examination of persistent issues and

social problems;
C.   National Standards for Language Arts Education

NL-ENG.K-12.2 UNDERSTANDING THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE  

 Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human experience.

D.    National Standards for civic Education



III.E. What is the place of law in the American constitutional system?

Content summary and rationale- Americans look to the principal varieties of law--constitutional, civil, and criminal--for the protection of their rights to life, liberty, and property.

Alignment to Center for Civic Education Materials: 
a.   We the People Middle Level Text: Lesson 29: What are the Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens?


b.   Foundations of Democracy, Middle School Text: Justice Unit: Lessons 1-3
Interdisciplinary: This lesson combines literature analysis as well as evaluation of the social studies themes. The students will have to closely read the text to determine the role of the individual as well as their motivations.

Duration: Two hours; two class periods and time for reflection
Handouts:
a. Appendix A: the story of Rumpelstiltskin 

b. Appendix B: instructions for the groups in the a mock trial

Permissions: None required, as Rumpelstiltskin by the Brothers Grimm is public domain.
Materials Required: 


a.  Handouts Appendix A and B

b.  Paper and pencil


c.  Large paper and marker for the judge group

            d.  A gavel for the head judge

e.  Books to research the ideas found in the judge’s instructions. Basic legal dictionaries, copies of the We the People text, the Foundations of Democracy text and a computer (if possible). 

Prior Knowledge Required/Prerequisites: This lesson should be done after Unit 4 on Justice has been covered in the Foundations of Democracy text.

Purpose: Students should understand that agreements, made in times of duress, are not binding.

Context: Justice

Terms and Concepts to Understand: 

a. Justice

b. Contract

c. Breach of Contract

d. Plaintiff

e. Defendant

f. Civil Case

g. Vocabulary found in the context of the story that students may not know.

Essential Questions: 

a. Was the contract that the girl entered into a valid contract?

b. Did Rumpelstiltskin fulfill his part of the contract?
c. Did the girl gain from the contract?

d. Did the girl fulfill her end of the contract?

e. By giving the girl a chance to find out his name did Rumpelstiltskin lose his right to gain from the contract?

f. Can a person gain from an invalid contract?

Content and Instructional Strategies: 

a. Day 1: The class will read the Grimm Fairy tale Rumpelstiltskin. Copies of the story are attached in Appendix A. The reading should be as a whole group and any vocabulary found in the tale should be explained orally by the teacher. The teacher will now inform the class that Rumpelstiltskin is suing the queen for breach of contract. He is demanding the child and all gold that was made from the straw.
b. The teacher will divide the class into four groups.

i. Plaintiff legal group which will include Rumpelstiltskin and his lawyers

ii. Defendant legal group which will include the queen and her lawyers

iii. Witness group which will include the miller, the king, and the messenger 

iv. The judge group

c. Students will be given time to formulate their strategies (Appendix B).
d. Students in the judges group will complete the research and prepare their poster.
e. Day 2, The Trial: Allow a few (no more than ten) minutes of prep time. The teacher may want to assign a timekeeper and place time limits on all aspects of the trial. Allow the judges time and space to come to their judgment.

f. Final Writing Activity: Students will write a short essay on the distributive and corrective justice issues presented in the Case of Rumpelstiltskin v. Queen. 

Differentiation: 

a. The teacher can determine understanding of the terms by viewing the group answers.

b. Each writing activity allows for a review of the terms.

c. The teacher can determine if the terms are understood in the oral reviews.

d. The teacher can change the final activity to one in which the students draw a cartoon book instead of writing a story.  

Reviewing and Using the Lesson: See no. f in Content and Instructional Strategies above.

Extending the Lesson: 

· The final writing activity can be found in Appendix C. This can be done at home or in class, presented orally to the class or turned in for a grade.

· Students can research local newspapers for civil cases and identify the different aspects of corrective justice.

· Students can come up with alternative to court in this case.

· Students can visit a courtroom during a civil trial.

Enrichment Activities: 

a. Have the students explore other nursery rhymes, fables, and children’s books to find examples of miscarriage of justice.
b. Have students search in news stories for examples of justice.

Assessment: The final activity should serve as the cumulative assessment, as the students will identify the problems with the abuse of power and lack of responsibility. Students can also be evaluated on their contribution to the trial process. 
 
 

Appendix A

Rumpelstiltskin

By the Brothers Grimm

Retrieved from:  http://www.familymanagement.com/literacy/grimms/grimms44.html 
Once there was a miller who was poor, but who had a beautiful daughter. Now it happened that he had to go and speak to the king, and in order to make himself appear important he said to him, I have a daughter who can spin straw into gold. The king said to the miller, that is an art which pleases me well, if your daughter is as clever as you say, bring her to-morrow to my palace, and I will put her to the test. 

And when the girl was brought to him he took her into a room which was quite full of straw, gave her a spinning-wheel and a reel, and said, now set to work, and if by to-morrow morning early you have not spun this straw into gold during the night, you must die. Thereupon he himself locked up the room, and left her in it alone. So there sat the poor miller's daughter, and for the life of her could not tell what to do, she had no idea how straw could be spun into gold, and she grew more and more frightened, until at last she began to weep. 

But all at once the door opened, and in came a little man, and said, good evening, mistress miller, why are you crying so. Alas, answered the girl, I have to spin straw into gold, and I do not know how to do it. What you will give me, said the manikin, if I do it for you. My necklace, said the girl. The little man took the necklace, seated himself in front of the wheel, and whirr, whirr, whirr, three turns, and the reel was full, then he put another on, and whirr, whirr, whirr, three times round, and the second was full too. And so it went on until the morning, when all the straw was spun, and all the reels were full of gold. 

By daybreak the king was already there, and when he saw the gold he was astonished and delighted, but his heart became only more greedy. He had the miller's daughter taken into another room full of straw, which was much larger, and commanded her to spin that also in one night if she valued her life. The girl knew not how to help herself, and was crying, when the door opened again, and the little man appeared, and said, what will you give me if I spin that straw into gold for you. The ring on my finger, answered the girl. The little man took the ring, again began to turn the wheel, and by morning had spun all the straw into glittering gold. 

The king rejoiced beyond measure at the sight, but still he had not gold enough, and he had the miller's daughter taken into a still larger room full of straw, and said, you must spin this, too, in the course of this night, but if you succeed, you shall be my wife. 

Even if she be a miller's daughter, thought he, I could not find a richer wife in the whole world. 

When the girl was alone the manikin came again for the third time, and said, what will you give me if I spin the straw for you this time also. I have nothing left that I could give, answered the girl. Then promise me, if you should become queen, to give me your first child. Who knows whether that will ever happen, thought the miller's daughter, and, not knowing how else to help herself in this strait, she promised the manikin what he wanted, and for that he once more spun the straw into gold. 

And when the king came in the morning, and found all as he had wished, he took her in marriage, and the pretty miller's daughter became a queen. 

A year after, she brought a beautiful child into the world, and she never gave a thought to the manikin. But suddenly he came into her room, and said, now give me what you promised. 

The queen was horror-struck, and offered the manikin all the riches of the kingdom if he would leave her the child. But the manikin said, no, something alive is dearer to me than all the treasures in the world. Then the queen began to lament and cry, so that the manikin pitied her. I will give you three days, time, said he, if by that time you find out my name, then shall you keep your child. 

So the queen thought the whole night of all the names that she had ever heard, and she sent a messenger over the country to inquire, far and wide, for any other names that there might be. When the manikin came the next day, she began with caspar, melchior, balthazar, and said all the names she knew, one after another, but to every one the little man said, that is not my name. On the second day she had inquiries made in the neighborhood as to the names of the people there, and she repeated to the manikin the most uncommon and curious. Perhaps your name is shortribs, or sheepshanks, or laceleg, but he always answered, that is not my name. 

On the third day the messenger came back again, and said, I have not been able to find a single new name, but as I came to a high mountain at the end of the forest, where the fox and the hare bid each other good night, there I saw a little house, and before the house a fire was burning, and round about the fire quite a ridiculous little man was jumping, he hopped upon one leg, and shouted - to-day I bake, to-morrow brew, the next I'll have the young queen's child. Ha, glad am I that no one knew that Rumpelstiltskin I am styled. 

You may imagine how glad the queen was when she heard the name. And when soon afterwards the little man came in, and asked, now, mistress queen, what is my name, at first she said, is your name Conrad? No. Is your name Harry? No. Perhaps your name is Rumpelstiltskin? 

The devil has told you that! The devil has told you that, cried the little man, and in his anger he plunged his right foot so deep into the earth that his whole leg went in, and then in rage he pulled at his left leg so hard with both hands that he tore himself in two.

The End.
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Instructions for the Judge Group





Pick a head judge who will call the witnesses.


Pick a recorder. This person will write down the important points that you look up and keep track of the witnesses.


Look up the following:


a.	What is a contract?


b.	What makes a contract valid?


c.	Reread the section in the Foundations of Democracy book entitled “What is corrective justice?” What are the goals, intellectual tools, and responses that can be made to correct injustice?


d.	List the items found in part “c” on large paper and tape it to the wall so that you can see it during the trial.


Once the hearing starts the head judge will allow the plaintiff and the defendant to make opening statements.


Then the head judge will call each witness and allow both sides to question the witness. The witnesses are:


Rumpelstiltskin, the Miller, the King, the Queen, and the Messenger


Take notes during the testimony. You can only use what is said to make a decision.


Once all witnesses are called let each side make closing statements. This time the defendant goes first.


Make a decision as a group. It must be a group decision:


Was the contract valid?


Does the Queen owe Rumpelstiltskin?


If so, how much?


If not, why not?





Instructions for the Witnesses:





Learn your parts. You have to stay with the truth as it is written in the story but you can elaborate a little.





You will be asked questions based on the reading about what your character did or heard. You should be able to answer those kinds of questions. 





If time permits dress the part!





Instructions for the Queen’s Legal Team








•	You have to prove that the Queen entered into an agreement only because she feared for her life.


•	You have to prove that she entered the agreement involuntarily.


•	You have to prove that she personally did not gain from the agreement.


•	You have to prove that she did not owe Rumpelstiltskin anything even if she did enter into a contract because she guessed his name.





The way you will do that is by asking questions to Rumpelstiltskin, the Miller, the King, and the Queen that will result in them saying that


she was being held prisoner, she feared for her life, and that she guessed his name. 





The Queen will have to learn her part.





The lawyers will have to come up with questions to ask each witness that will help your side.








You will need the following:


A. An opening statement. The queen is a victim here and does not owe anything because she guessed his name.


B. A lawyer to ask questions of Rumpelstiltskin.


C. A lawyer to ask questions of the Queen and messenger.


D. A lawyer to ask questions of the King and the Miller.


E. A closing statement or summary of why your side deserves to win.








Instructions for Rumpelstiltskin’s Legal Team








You have to prove that the Queen entered into an agreement with you.


You have to prove that she entered the agreement voluntarily.


You have to prove that she gained from the agreement.


You have to prove that you did not have to give her a second chance.





The way you will do that is by asking questions to Rumpelstiltskin, the Miller, the King, and the Queen that will result in them saying that they did in fact gain.





Rumpelstiltskin will have to learn his part.





The lawyers will have to come up with questions to ask each witness that will help your side.





You know that the Queen will say that she did not know what she was doing so you will have to ask questions to prove that she did.





You will need the following:


A. An opening statement: What is the case about?


B. A lawyer to ask questions of Rumpelstiltskin.


C. A lawyer to ask questions of the Queen and Messenger.


D. A lawyer to ask questions of the King and the Miller.


E. A closing statement or summary of why your side deserves to win.








This lesson is provided for nonprofit classroom or youth group use only. No other use of this lesson is permitted without the specific written permission of the copyright holder. Posting this lesson to any website is strictly prohibited. To request permission to use this lesson for any other purpose, please contact Dr. Susie Burroughs (sburroughs@colled.msstate.edu). 
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